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Introduced by
J. I{. Undefifood
T. C. Crigostono
P. F. Perez, Jr.
C. C. 3afilba

A}i ACT RI}LATIHG TO UTTSSRGROUHI} UTILITY
SAI''{.AGE PREVENTIOIE AH$ FOR OTHHR PURFOSES.

BS IT E}IACTSIJ BY T}'T PTOPTN OF N.IE TSRRITORY OF 6UA}I:

Secti.on 1. A new Chapter I-A is addeel to Title XXII of

Goverfiroont Code to read:
tlChapter I -A

Underground Utility Damage Prevsntlon

Section ?tG50, Iloflnitlons. As used in thig Chapter:

(1) tSanaget Lrrcludes the substantlsl reanlng of

$tructural or lateral support of an underground utllity;
penettation or Sertruction of any protactlve coating,

houslng, sf, other protectivo devlco of en undorground

utillty; and the p*rtlal or compLeto s€vorance of an

uirderground utl,1lty,
(I) tUsnolish' or tdernolitLonr neans eny operatlon

by rhich a structure or no,slr of naterlal i.s vrecked, razed,

rendered, noved or removed by means of sny tool.s, oqulp-

ment or discharge of explosi.vog.

tg) rExc,avetef ar texcavationr neans an opers.tlon

for the purpose of the rnove$ent or remoral of earthr rock

or other rsaterlala Ln sr on the ground by ure of r*echanlred

equiprnont or by di*chsrss af explotlvec, lncludlng augoring'

bs.ckfllLlng, digglng, dltching, drll"ling, grading, plorlng-

ln, pulling-ln, rlpping, Bcraping, trenchl.ng, end tunnellng'

but not lncluding the tllllng of soll for agrleultureL

purpsse$.
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(*) tlleehaniroci equiprrentr means equtpnnent operated

by means of nechanlcal pow$r, lncluellng trenchers, bul.L-

*ioaets, powst shovols, &ugsrs, bcck hoes, $ctrapsrs, drlllsn
ssblg and ptpe plowsr and sther oquipnont used for irlowing*
ln cable or pipo.

(5) f Pergont r$eans s$y ir:.rllvldrral, eay corporatton,
pertnersirip, assocletion, or any othor entl.ty organlaecl

undEr the Ler*s sf tho terrltory of Gu&s.

(61 f utlxity' 6ssns aily llnef systsn or facillty use<i

for producing, storl,ng, conveyi.ng, transmitttng or dlstri-
butlng coneu$ication, olectricity, water or sevag6.

(7) r$peratort &Eens ths agencies responsible for
oporating the publi,c utlltrLes of Gueu spcclfically 6uan

Power Authority, Guen Toloplrone Arrthority and the publie

trtitity Agency of, {lue}ar,

(ti) 'Horlilng sl*yt &e&ns ev€ry da)r, oxcept $aturday,

$urnctay and netlonal and legal" lrolldays.

$ection ?L0s1. Excavatlon end fiexeolrtton perml,ts.

A pernlt isslred pursuant to lau, euthorlr,ing excavation or
d*m,oli.tlon operatLonr, sh*lt not be dpsmed to relleyo a

porson from thrlr rc*porrsLbiLlty of campl.ylng wlth the
provi*lonr of this ehepter,

section ?t,05e. Prehibitlsn, #xeopt as provldstl rrr

SeetLsn 41055 of this clrapterr ro p€rson :nay sxcavato ln
g rtrcet, highway, pub'Lic space, a prlvate eesessnt of an

opsrstorr or near the loc*tioa of e utillty lnctallecl q,n

th+ preunisEs of a custo$er sorved Lry such utllttyr or

'iemoll.sir a tlrrilding wLtilout havtng first ascertaLned the

l"ocstion o$ all unriergroli*d utilities tirat, riroul"d be affected,

hy the proposeei excavetion or dernol"itlon.
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$ection 21055. Flotlce of Intent to Bxeavate or

Sernotrtsh. Ixcopt as provlded 1n Sectlon 31055 of thls
Chaptor, beforo conmenclng alxy excavatlon or denolitlon

operatlon deslgnated ln $ection ?,1052 of thts Chapter,

each per$on regponstbLe for thst excayation or der,ro1ltl.on

shall $erye writtelr notlce or lnteut to excayate or

demolisir at least throe (5) but not nore ihan ten (10)

full working days on Cuam Powor Authority, Guam Telephoae

Authority, Publ.ic l.lttlity Agency of 6uam and the vlllage
Coranrigsisners of the project site, if guch opsrator has

untl.erground utillttes loeated in the proposed erea of
excavation or qiesiolitton. The writton notice shalL contain

t?re narns, address and telephone nunber of the person filing
t,iie notice of irrtent and, if different, th@ porson respon-

sible for the Bxcavatlon or deinollticn, the startlng date,

anticlpatetl duration, and type of excavation or dem,olition

oporation t.o be conilucted, the location ef the proposed

excavation or denolltlon, and whether or not explosives

aro to be userjr

Sectl,on ?1054. Response to Notice of Intent to
Excayate or [iemo].ish, (a) Each operator notlfle<l in
aEcordance r*lth Sectlon 21053 of this Chapter, shal}, not

Lesc than fivo (S) worklng days in edvnnce of the proposed

excavation or donoli.tlon {unless ll $hortor perlod ls
provi<ied by agreement betueen the persan re$Fsnslble for
the excavation or demslition antl the operation), supplyn

by use of rnaps wXrerr appropriate, the folLowing Lnfornetion

t,o the persolr r$$ponsible for the excavation or tieualltlon:
(1) The apprcxinate Locatior: and description

of ail of its unl1e:r6round uti"litles which nay be

d*nageri as a result of the excavation or desnolition.

t,.
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(2) The Location and degcription of a1"1 uttlity
tnarkers lndicating the approxl-arate locatlon of the

underground utllltles.
(3) Any other lnformatLon that would asslst thst

person ln locating anii thoroby avoidlng rlaraage to ths

undergrcrund utll,itles lncLuClng, the provlslon of

aclequate ternporary narklngs lndlcating tho approxlmato

location of the underground utllity in l"ocatlons lrhere

permarrent utllity narkers rJo nst exist.
(b) For purposas of this Section, tho approxlnate

locatlon of underground uttt,ltles ls doflned as a strlp of

land at least three (3) feet wicle but not wlder then the

wl*lth of the utillty plus 1.5 feet on elthor slde of the

util lty.
Sectiori 21055. finergency Hxcavetlon or l]emolition.

Compliance vith tlre notice requirenents of $ectlon e1053

of this Chapter is not requirod of persons rosponslble for
emexgency excavation or demolition to anrelLorate an lmnlnent

danger to Life, health or property, prrovicled, horovorn thst

thsse psrsons give, &E soon as practlcable, oral notlce of

the emsrgency oxcavatlon or denolitlon to eaeh operator

having un,ilerground utlLities located in the area whsre that

oxcavetion or desolition ls to be performed and requestt

enlclrgsncy essistance fron each opcrator so tdentifiod ln
locat,lng and provtrtlng lrnrnediate protection to its under'

ground util.ltles. An tlnrnlnent danger to ltfen hoalth or

propsrtyf mesn$ rhenerrer there is a subgtantlel ltkelthood

thet loss of llfe, health or property wlll rssult beforc

the procedures uneler this Chapter can be futLy couplled

with.
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4 :: n" rtEmolitictl oporetl"sn dcolgnnted. ln gecrlon Al0St of thlr
5 a Chept,er ghaLl:

!i
Xl:(l '' (1) Flan t,hs oxc*vstlon or e,lemolltlorr ts avold

damagc ts or minirnlre irttsrfcrsnca wltlr undergrcund

utlXlt,Iss ln and nsar the cqnstructl,on &res.

(X) Ft*l,nt*nin s clsaralrce betrssn an undsrground

uttl.lty snd the cuttlng edgo or polnt of a.ny raochenleed

equiirr*ent, teking lnto &ccoun? ths knorrn llmlt of,

csntf,ol sf such cuttlng crlgr or pslnq r 8s nay bc

ree*onably nocosssrlr to sl'pid danage te suclr uttllty,
(3) Frovida euch guspiort fnr underground

utll{tlsg ls and l}6ttr tbo sonstructlon arsxr, lne}.udlng

durl.rrg b*ckftll oi:*rntlons, ar may be roaroneble for
tho protectlon sf srrch utlll,tier.
$ectlsn 31,s57. f;xcayatlon or ilonolltlon Deanagc. Hach

psrson rcrponclbl"a for any Gxc&T{rtion or demolltlan
!{r i4u I orreratlon tloalgnated in Sscticn 2lti5? ef, thle Chapter thatl. .

2t il ros$lts tn any daarng* ts an unrX+rground utility shalI,
'''t{t' i, xruaod'letely upon dlrcovery of that, dauage, notlfy thet,

ra

13 . op$rstor Ef such util,ity pf the laeatlon and Baturr of the
'1 r :' ,n's ' darnage and ;hall alleh' tho operetor r*agqnable time tai:
,}FJb ,i accomfrllsh necegsary ropslrs l:*fare coupl,otlngl th6
Itt i, o*csv*tlon or derilelitlon ln tho inmedlate arsa of such
"tn t. - . "i t , utility.

il?,tl ;i $ecti.on Altls&" ll*r:regee: Cogt of Ropalrlng. fury
ii
Ir

') {1 iirY li F*r$rrn who dauag*s a utlltty llne le subJect to pay for etl
;i

r1' ; soFts lncurret! by tlre oporater to regtors ths utlllty to its
*l$l .; o isi:ral eondltion.
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Sectlon 11059. Clvll Penel.tios. Any person who

violetes any provision of thls Chapter sha1l bs subject to

a Eivil pen&Lty not to sxceed Ono Thousand tr]ollars ($1'000)

for each such vioLetion. Actiong to rscovor the Pcnslty

provicied for ln thls Sectlon shall be breught by the

Attorney General 8t the r€quost of any person in the

torritsry of Guam in which the cause, or $o$e part thereof,

&ross or in which the defendant has its prlnciple place of

businegs or reslder. All penalties recovered ln any such

actiona shat.l be paid into the ffeneral. Fund. Thls Chaptor

does not affect any clvil reroediag for personal inJury or

property (inct,udtng undorground uttlitleg) danago except tts

otherwlge speclfically provided for in this Chapter.'r

$ectlon 2. New Sectlon 1740? snd 1740?.1 &re added to the

Governnent Code to read:
r'$ection 17402. Any pernrltted slgn trhlch contatns a

m€csage in a languago other than H,nglish or Chamorro ln

Rornan alphabet ch*racters shall conteln a mesningful tran.s-

lation ln t,he Engllsh or Chanorro Language whlch shall' be

prlntod on ths slgn uslng Roman alphabet sharacterg. The

Chamorro Language Comsri.sslon shall esclst in translating

anri approva al"l. Chanorro translatlons roqulred by thts

Soctlon for sxistlng and ner* slgnt. The English or Chanorro

translatlon nugt predonrinate tho sign.

Sectl"on 1?402.1. Any person who vtoLates the provlsion

of $ectiorr 1740? of thls Chepter shall bo subJect to a clvil
pe&slty not to exceed Sne Thougand ilol-lars ($1'0001 for

each such vlolation. Actions to tGcover the penalty

provi.dod for ln thls Section shall be brought by the

Attorney Genersl at the request of any person in the

terrltory of Guam, ,4,11. ponalties recoverod !n any such

action shaLl be rraid into the 6eneral. Fund."
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ii $ectton 4. The sun of One Hund,red Tnenty Thousand $evsn
I

ii *iundred Ftfty-$ix Dsllsrs ($120r756) le approprlated fron the
i;
i; General Fund to the Dopartnont of Vocattonsl. Rehabtlttatlon t'o
ti
T.

ll Uu .trud for the locaL support of workshop steff who provide
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li
ii gutdance to the sheltered employees and other clLents in the
t:il Departnent of Vocatlonal' Rohebllltatlon.
i,ii toctlon 5. The gun of Ftftean Thsusand rlollars ($rs'000)

ii 
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ii llospftel Authortty for tho purpose of repalrlng the alr con-
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MAIN SPONSOR

NOT.VOTING
ABSENT

AGUON, Katherine B.

BATVBA, Cecilia C.

BLAS, Frank F.

CHARFAUROS, Edward

CRISOSTOIT{0, Thornas

DUENAS, Edvrard R.

ESPALDON, Ernesto lrl.

KASPERBAUER, Carmen A.

LAM0RENA, Alberto C., 'II

PALOMO, Antonio lrl.

PALOM0, Benigno M.

PEREZ, Peter, Jr.

QUAN, .John F.

QUITUGUA, Franklin J.

SAN AGUSTIN, Joe T.

.SANTOS, Francisco R.

SUDO, Ramon Q.

TAITANO, Richard F.

TANAKA, Thomas V. C.

UNDERIfOOD, Janes H.

UNPINGCO, Antonio R.

TOTAL nltl0\


